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FRANKLIN COUNTY URGES RESIDENTS TO  

OBSERVE NEW YORK STATE P.A.U.S.E. DIRECTIVES 

  
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo has taken aggressive action to combat the spread of the infectious 

COVID-19 virus, as suspected and confirmed cases have surged around the world. Specifically, the Governor 

has imposed sweeping measures to protect public health and safety, including restrictions on businesses and 

gatherings through Executive Orders designed to reduce public density and slow the rate of transmission. These 

measures, together known as “New York State on PAUSE,” directed all non-essential businesses to close their 

in-person operations and banned all non-essential gatherings of individuals of any size for any reason. (See 

Executive Orders 202.6, 202.7, 202.8, 202.10, and 202.11.)  

 

The Governor’s directives make local authorities responsible for enforcement of these provisions. 

Subsequent non-compliance by businesses and other venues may be subject to enforcement from primarily 

local, but in some cases state, authorities, including but not limited to municipal law enforcement agencies (e.g. 

police departments and sheriffs’ offices), local district attorneys, local county attorneys, local code enforcement 

agencies, state law enforcement agencies (e.g. State Police), and state regulatory agencies (e.g. State Liquor 

Authority, Department of State, etc.).  Pursuant to existing statutory and regulatory authority and the provisions 

contained in the Governor’s Executive Orders, non-compliance may warrant the following penalties depending 

on the specific circumstances: 

 

• Verbal or Written Warning 

• Violation of Uniform Code/Local Building Code – violation, penalties vary; may result 

in loss of occupancy certificate 

• Violation of Health Law (PBH § 12) – civil violation; up to $2,000 first time violation, up to $5,000 

repeat violation 

• Willful Violation of Health Law (PBH § 12-B) – criminal misdemeanor; up to $10,000 

first time violation and/or up to one year imprisonment 

• Violation of State License or Certification – financial penalty and/or loss of license or 

certification as governed by respective statutes/regulations 

o For example, State Liquor Authority-licensed entity violation – civil penalty; up to 

$10,000 and/or loss of license 

• Disorderly Conduct (PL § 240.20) – violation; up to $250 and/or up to 15 days 

imprisonment 

• Criminal Nuisance in the 2nd Degree (PL § 240.45) – Class B criminal 

misdemeanor; up to $500 and/or up to three months imprisonment 

• Obstructing Governmental Administration in the 2nd Degree (PL § 195.05) – Class 

A criminal misdemeanor; up to $1,000 and/or up to one year imprisonment 

 

 



All of the tools at the County’s disposal are being utilized to engage and defeat the COVID-19 

communicable illness.  While we wish everyone would observe the guidance issued by the State of New York, 

for those who will not adhere to the directives, the County will move swiftly to curtail the offending behavior 

and protect the most vulnerable of our population.  Whether you are a business or an individual, you must 

observe the Governor’s directives. Violators who fail to abide by the executive order, will be facing civil and 

criminal penalties.  
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